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Dear Friends,

In a world turned upside down in the aftermath of the October 7th, we are 
fortunate to have powerful forces that have stood up against the overwhelming 
amount of hatred unleashed against Israel and the Jewish people. This evening’s 
event, “One Nation, One Heart”, features the future of the Jewish people – 
the Lions’ and Lioness’ that are leading the revolution combatting hate and  
anti-semitism. 

Tonight’s guest speakers are the light unto the darkness, Columbia Professor 
Shai Davidai stood up against the hatred and hypocrisy on campus since the 
horrific events of Oct. 7th and has been advocating for Jewish Civil rights 
ever since. Noa Argamani’s advocacy has become a source of strength for 
Klal Yisrael. Recently named one of TIME magazine’s most influential people 
of 2025, she has spoken at the United Nations and in the Oval Office, using 
these global platforms to raise urgent awareness about the need to bring the 
hostages home immediately.

JNF Edmonton is joining many other JNF regions across Canada in raising 
funds to build the Ashdod Rehabilitation and Therapy Centre, which will 
provide desperately needed service to those wounded in the war and 
others with serious medical ailments in southern Israel. For this project, the 
partnership between Israel Magen Fund of Canada and Jewish National Fund 
of Canada is one of shared goals and love of Israel. Our important work would 
not be possible without you, our generous donors. After more than 18 months 
of heartbreak, we are still gathering in support of Jewish peoplehood and 
celebrating our connection to the land of Israel. 

Thank you to everyone who dedicated time and effort to making this evening’s 
event a reality. We hope you enjoy an engaging evening with our honoured 
speakers and musical guests. 

Am Israel Chai!

Nathan Disenhouse	
President		  
JNF Canada	

Lance Davis
Chief Executive Officer 
JNF Canada

Colin Muscat
President  
JNF Edmonton

Jay Cairns
Executive Director 
JNF Edmonton



Southern Israel faces a severe shortage of rehabilitation services, exacerbated by 
the October 7th war. The Ashdod Rehabilitation and Therapy Center will provide 
critical medical and rehabilitative care to trauma victims, children with disabilities, 
and pediatric cancer patients in southern Israel.

The center will feature rehabilitation clinics, a hydrotherapy pool, modern medical 
equipment, a daycare, and educational spaces. Its goal is to offer high-quality care 
close to home, reducing the need for long travel times. Located near the Samson 
Assuta Ashdod University Hospital, it will serve hundreds of patients each month.

Thirty per cent of wounded patients and most of the recent war victims are from 
the south, stressing an already overwhelmed healthcare system. With only 11 
rehabilitation centers in the south, compared to 43 in central Israel, wait times are 
often over a year. The Ashdod Rehabilitation and Therapy Center will help address 
these challenges by providing timely, accessible treatment for those in need.

A New Center for State-of-the-Art Therapeutics, 
Rehabilitation, and Education

Our Project  
Ashdod Rehabilitation 
& Therapy Centre

You can help build the Ashdod  
Rehabilitation and Therapy Centre.  
Use the QR code to make a gift now



Our Guests

Shai Davidai

Shai’s research examines people’s everyday judgments of themselves, other 
people, and society as a whole. He studies the psychological forces that shape, 
distort, and bias people’s perceptions of the world and their influence on 
people’s judgments, preferences, and choices. 

Shai work has been published in top-tier journals such as the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Science, the Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 
the Journal of Experimental Psychology, Perspectives on Psychological 
Sciences, and the Journal of Behavioral Decision Making. His research has been 
featured on media outlets such as The New York Times, The Guardian, and The 
New Yorker among other outlets, and podcasts such as Freakonomics Radio 
and The Atlantic Podcast.

After graduate school, Shai spent a year as a post-doctoral researcher at the 
School of International and Public Relations at Princeton University and then 
three years as an Assistant Professor of Psychology at The New School for 
Social Research. 

In 2020, he was listed as a “Rising Star” by the Association for Psychological 
Science (APS). The aftermath of October 7 on Columbia University’s campus 
prompted Shai to speak out about antisemitism. He was locked out of campus 
by the administration, yet he continues to be a leading voice against Jew-hatred 
and anti-Zionism. 

He says his biggest achievements to date have been the births of his son Orion, 
7, and his daughter Toren, 2.

Assistant professor of business 
at Columbia Business School



Our Guests

Noa Argamani

Noa Argamani, 27, from Be’er Sheva, a computer science student at Ben 
Gurion University, was kidnapped along with her partner, Avinatan, on 
October 7, 2023, during the Nova Festival by Hamas militants and taken 
into Gaza. Images of her abduction, in which she was seen crying for help, 
shocked the world and became a symbol of Hamas’s brutality. Noa was 
rescued in a daring operation by security forces in June 2024. 

Since her release, Noa has been advocating for the release of the remaining 
hostages held by Hamas, including her partner, Avinatan. On February 
26, 2025, she delivered an emotional and impactful speech before the UN 
Security Council, urging the international community to act for the release 
of the hostages. 

Rescued hostage



Thank You & Leadership Team

JNF Canada

President - Nathan Disenhouse

CEO - Lance Davis

Senior Israel Representative,  
JNF Canada - Osnat Dvorkin

JNF Edmonton, Executive Director
Jay Cairns
 
Alberta Administrator
Joanne Kanarek

Christina Reboh
Colin Muscat
Jared Paull
Lana Werner

Negev Gala Leadership Team Young Adult & Student 
Leadership

Daniella Asbell
Shayna Cairns
Nathan Campbell
Gabriella Kaplan
Danielle Shaposhnikov

JNF Edmonton  
Board of Directors

Colin Muscat - President
Daniel Shafran
Lana Werner
Sharon Bookhalter - Past Co-President
Laurie Mozeson - Past Co-President
Lewis Wasel- National Board

National Marketing Director
Emmanuelle Belliard

Marketing Manager
Talia Cohen

Digital Marketing Manager
Stella Grand

Senior Graphic Designer
Kristy Brady

Israel Magen Fund of Canada

President / CEO - Harold Heilbut 
Vice President - Lenny Rothschild
Treasurer David - Frieberg
Secretary - Joseph Shier
Director of Marketing & Operations
Andre Havro 

Dr. Wilfred Levin
Jeremy Shimkofsky
David Rose



Bloomfield Award

For their  
outstanding  

commitment to 
JNF and building 

Israel's future

Joan & Abe 
Goldstein

As part of my Bat Mitzvah 
journey, I have teamed up with 
JNF Canada & Israel Magen Fund 
of Canada for my bat mitzvah 
project. This is my first chance to 
put the core values of Tzedakah 
(giving to charity) and Tikkun 
Olam (making the world a better 
place) into action, which I have 
learned a lot from my parents, 
teachers, and bat mitzvah lessons.

Carmi Reboh’s  
Bat Mitzvah  

Project



JNF CANADA

Jewish Heritage
GREECE & ISRAEL
Mission
October 27 - November 6, 2025

Visit the Jewish Quarter, Jewish Museum,  
and Jewish Athens landmarks

Explore iconic sites: Parthenon, Acropolis,  
Temple of Poseidon, and the Oracle  
of Delphi

Experience the historic towns — Trikala,  
Meteora, Ioannina, Metsovo, Vergina, and 
Veria

Visit the “Jerusalem of the Balkans,”  
Thessaloniki- and the historic  
Monastir Synagogue

Tour the Palace of Knossos with an  
optional day trip to Mt. Olympus

Greece
Highlights:

Visit Sderot & Kibbutzim in the South  
(Nir Oz, Re’im, Kissufim)

Visit Nova Festival Massacre site,  
car museum

Visit Kiryat Shmona & meet residents  
on the Norlhern Border

Optional volunteer opportunity  
on Kibbutz

Visit Hostage Square

Highlights:

Israel

Book 
Now

SCAN HERE 
TO JOIN

Price includes flight from Greece to Tel Aviv

Cost: $6,100

Cost: $2,000

U.S. Land only, double occupancy

Single supplement 

 Israel Land only $4,125 USD | Single supplement $1,300 USD     

For more information, please contact Jay Cairns  
at 780-481-7881 or jay.cairns@jnf.ca 



The New Digital Blue Box from JNF Canada
Everyone remembers dropping a coin in the Blue Box, around the Shabbat table or at school. 
The iconic and beloved Blue Box helped build the miracle of Israel. After decades of coin 
collection, we're carrying on the tradition of tzedakah for the modern family. The Digital Blue 
Box offers fun challenges and activities that help you bring Israel closer to home, with the 
option to make a small monthly contribution, just like the old days. 

Learn About Israel

Monthly Contributions

Family Activities

Points & Community

Through weekly games and 
trivia, teach your family about 
Israel and Jewish culture.

Enjoy weekly recipes, crafts, 
music, videos and stories  
related to Israel.

Like the beloved Blue Box, 
drop in your “coins” to  
support a project in Israel.

Earn points for  
games completed,  
and win prizes.

Download the new Digital 
Blue Box App today!

Everyone has a Blue Box memory



LOOKING AHEAD
‘’The real nature of our success is measured by the smiles on the 
faces of children who need our support, the sense of relief in a 
parent’s heart that their child is receiving treatment, the serenity 
when a family relaxes in a beautiful green space, the confidence in 
a teenager who learns a leadership skill, and more. Our projects are 
more than just buildings. They are about people!’’

- Lance Davis, CEO JNF Canada



JNF CANADA
BUILDING ISRAEL TOGETHER

“You are as great as the cause you serve and as young as your dreams” 
   - Shimon Peres 

On May 14, 1948, David Ben Gurion declared 
the founding of the State of Israel. It was 
the fulfillment of a 2,000-year dream. The 
return to Zion was realized and the Jewish 
People developed a new life in our ancestral 
homeland. 

JNF Canada was there to lay the foundation 
long before 1948 and our work did not end 
then. Through the iconic blue boxes, JNF 
Canada raised funds from thousands of 
Canadians to enhance and enrich the lives of 
Israel’s citizens. JNF Canada was able to plant 
thousands of trees, recycle Israel’s precious 
water supply, develop beautiful gardens, 
green spaces, trails, and so much more. 

Israel has flourished in a myriad of ways 
into a country with a superb quality of life. 
However, our work is not yet complete. 
For the last decade, JNF Canada has been 
focused on the new needs of Israel, social 
and environmental. We have supported 
community growth for generations, and 
we passionately carry our historic mission 
forward for a strong and sustainable future. 
JNF is the go-to organization for those who 
want to connect with and build a better Israel 
together. 

Since the beginning, JNF Canada has also 
put an emphasis on working with Canadian 
communities from coast to coast to bring 
Israel closer to home. We host events 
in your local areas, educate children in 
their classrooms, host speakers on topics 
that matter to Canadian Jews, and bring 
Canadians to Israel on missions. JNF’s mission 
is to foster strong connections between 
Canadian Jewry and the land and people of 
Israel, through tangible projects and events. 

We are all too familiar with the heart-
wrenching images of our family and friends 
in Israel as they cope with the devastating 
aftermath of October 7th, 2023. JNF Canada 
responded swiftly, mobilizing resources 
to provide immediate aid and support to 
the affected communities. We are working 
tirelessly to rebuild communities, schools, and 
infrastructure, standing shoulder to shoulder 
with Israelis during our darkest hours. This 
event has tested our resilience, but it has also 
strengthened our resolve to continue our 
mission of building a better Israel. 

We look forward to a future filled with hope 
and resilience as we rebuild Israel together.  
Am Yisrael Chai!



Eshkol Sheltered Children’s  
Educational Activity Center

Rosemary & Stan Kitay

NEGEV  
PROJECT

2023

Since October 7th, similar projects to the 
Eshkol Sheltered Children’s Educational 
Activity Center have saved many lives 
during the long months of war. The Bnei 
Netzarim Sheltered Classroom or the Yated 
Sheltered Room, along with the upcoming 
Eshkol Sheltered Children’s Educational 
Activity Center, are places that can provide 
a haven during attacks, bringing respite and 
calm to the children, while allowing them 
to be active and enjoy the many games the 
room will be equipped with. During times 
of escalation these projects allow schools 
to operate and a whole community to  
remain safe. 

 

 

 

 

Dozens of people were wounded, and some 
taken hostage including 86-year-old Shlomo 
Mansur, currently the oldest Israeli being held in 
Gaza. Shlomo came to Israel as a child when his 
family fled Iraq after the 1941 Farhud pogrom. 
Living most of his life in Kissufim, Shlomo 
managed the chicken coops and worked in his 
carpentry shop.  

 

 

 

 

During the attack, the infrastructure of the kibbutz was severely damaged – homes 
destroyed, agricultural buildings and equipment demolished, and public facilities damaged 
beyond recognition. The ransacking of Kissufim lasted for hours. On October 9, Reuven 
Heinik, concerned for the welfare of the Kibbutz’s cows, was murdered by terrorists when 
he went to feed them. 

Shlomo Mansur 

In support of the  
Social Club in Kibbutz Kissufim

NEGEV
PROJECT 
2024

Kibbutz Kissufim, near Gaza, was devastated in the October 7 attack. Sixteen 
residents were killed, one taken hostage, and critical infrastructure destroyed. 
Homes, farms, and public buildings were left in ruins. Despite the terror, many 
residents bravely helped and defended their community. Today, Kissufim is 
nearly empty, its families displaced, but their spirit remains strong. JNF Canada 
is supporting the kibbutz’s rebuilding, starting with the Social Club—a fortified 
space for gathering, healing, and restoring community life at the heart of 
Kissufim.



Robin & David  Marcus
The Clore Center for the 

Performing Arts

Throughout Israel, communities on 
“the outskirts” (either socially or 
geographically) cannot access the 
social infrastructure needed for 
healthy and safe outdoor spaces. 
Open public spaces are under-
funded and under-development, 
often leading to empty concrete 
areas that are unusable, particularly 
for families. Through the JNF 
Canada Community Parks initiative, 
JNF transforms these spaces into 
inviting, accessible, safe parks, while 
preserving their natural assets and 
surrounding environment.

NEGEV
PROJECT 
2021

NEGEV
PROJECT 
2022

JNF Edmonton’s 2022 Negev Campaign 
supported the construction of an orchestral 
studio to benefit the students and residents living 
in the Northern region of Israel.  

The Clore Centre for the Performing Arts is the 
only conservatory offering formal training in 
music and dance in northern Israel. It is available 
to all denominations, providing scholarships and 
support programs to promising students as well 
as rehearsal and ensemble spaces for all students 
and residents in the region. It plays a crucial role 
in creating harmony in the region, hosting cultural 
and music events that bring people together 
from all walks of life. 

Gayle Tallman
Educational Fitness Park

For Children & Youth
 



PROUD SUPPORTERS & 
PRESENTING SPONSORS OF 

THE 2025 NEGEV GALA

Joan & Abe Goldstein & Family



ACME 
SCRAP IRONS & METAL

PPRROOUUDD  SSPPOONNSSOORR  OOFF  
TTHHEE  22002255  NNEEGGEEVV  GGAALLAA

EVELYN & NORMAN SCHAYER
MICHAEL, SAMARA & COLE SCHAYER
CARA, JONAS, BRENNA & COBY SCHOLL 
JOSH, LEANNE, ARI & SHIRA SCHAYER



AAmm  IIssrraaeell  CChhaaii

FFrroomm    tthhee    KKeerrrr//MMaayyeerr    FFaammiilliieess



MEMORIES
A R E  M A D E  A T

WEST EDMONTON MALL



PROUDLY SUPPORTING 
ISRAEL & JEWISH COMMUNITY 

רָאֵל חַי!     עַם יִשְׂ
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WITTEN LLP 
2500,10303 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3N6 
Telephone (780) 428-0501 

wittenlaw.com 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1924 

PPrroouudd  ssuuppppoorrtteerr  ooff  tthhee  

22002255  NNeeggeevv  GGaallaa

FROM ALL THE LAWYERS AND 
STAFF AT WITTEN LLP 



55441100--7766  AAvvee  NNWW,,  EEddmmoonnttoonn
778800..446688..66665555

THE CO HEN FAMILY

FFOORR  AANN  EEVVEENNIINNGG  OOFF  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY,,  
SSTTRREENNGGTTHH  &&  RREESSIILLIIEENNCCEE

MAZEL TOV
 

J NF EDMO NTO N & 
ISRAEL MAGEN FUND O F CANADA



KOL
HAK  VOD
A warm welcome to Professor Shai Davidai and rescued
hostage Noa Argamani. Your courage and strength is an
inspiration. Thank you for standing up for the Jewish
people. 

T D  W e a l t h  P r i v a t e  I n v e s t m e n t  A d v i c e  i s  a  d i v i s i o n  o r  T D  W a t e r h o u s e  C a n a d a  I n c . ,  a
s u b s i d i a r y  o f  T h e  T o r o n t o - D o m i n i o n  B a n k .  A l l  t r a d e m a r k s  a r e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e i r
r e s p e c t i v e  o w n e r s .  T h e  T D  l o g o  a n d  o t h e r  T D  t r a d e m a r k s  a r e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  T h e
T o r o n t o - D o m i n i o n  B a n k  o r  i t s  s u b s i d i a r i e s .  

Joel Reboh, CIM®
Senior Investment Advisor
TD Wealth Private Investment Advice
780-408-6265 
Joel.Reboh@td.com





MAZEL TOV 
JNF & ISRAEL MAGEN FUND OF CANADA

Eddie & Susan

Mazel Tov
JNF & ISRAEL MAGEN FUND OF CANADA

Eddie & Susan Yedgarova
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National Council of Jewish Women of Canada 
Edmonton Section

 
Congratulations to Lisa Miller and Farrel Shadlyn

on being the honorees for the 2018
Negev Gala Dinner!

Mazel Tov!

May you grow from strength to strength.

National Council of Jewish Women of Canada
Edmonton Section

Congratulations to Lisa Miller and Farrel Shadlyn
on being the honorees for the 2018

Negev Gala Dinner!

Mazel Tov!

Proud sponsor of the 

2025 JNF Negev Gala
May you grow from strength to strength! 

Tax Advisors
Edmonton: 587.401.4900
Vancouver: 604.688.7800

www.smllp.ca



ALBERTA

Proud to be part of  
the Jewish Community

Let us spread 
the word for you…  

780-421-7966  
albertajewishnews@shaw.ca 

albertajewishnews.com

PPRROOUUDD  HHOOSSTT  OOFF  TTHHEE  22002255  NNEEGGEEVV  GGAALLAA
YYaasshheerr  KKooaacchh  JJNNFF  EEddmmoonnttoonn  &&  MMaaggeenn  FFuunndd  ooff  CCaannaaddaa  

AAmm  YYiissrraaeell  CChhaaii!!

BBeetthh  IIssrraaeell,,  TThhee  FFaammiillyy  SShhuull
WWW.FAMILYSHUL.ORG



PRESENTING SPONSOR

Joan & Abe Goldstein

EVENT SPONSOR

Ghermezian Family
Bev Kerr & Geoff Mayer

Schayer Families

Thank you to Our Sponsors



RE’IM

Judy & Benaron Gleiberman

BE’ERI

In memory of Miriam Adler z”l
Catherine Miller & Len Dolgoy

Leon & Susan Kagan 
Cristine & Barry Slawsky
David & Heather Vickar

KISSUFIM

Lynn & Stephen Mandel

OFAKIM

Francie & Jon Nobleman



ADI

Rebecca & Shane Asbell

Sharon Bookhalter & Jerry Glasser

Lorraine Mansbridge & Chico Felber

Marilyn Sheckter & Sam Fialkow

Judy Goldsand

Dr. Philip & Penny Hardin

Jeanette Hoffman

Taryn & Trevor Horwitz

Pam & David Margolus

Adam & Jana Merrick

Jennifer Coppens & Colin Muscat

Phyllis Nurgitz & Mel Wyne

Christina & Joel Reboh

Elaine & Ram Romanovsky

Harold & Lisa Shiffman

Sveta & Harry Silverman

Esther & Howard Starkman

Andrew & Steven Swinton

Dr. Sam & Eva Weisz

Gary Wolch & Mor Barzel



SHLOMIT

David Bookhalter & Jacqui Jacobson
Francie Cyngiser & David Eisenstat
Karen Farkas & Clyde Hurtig
Pat & Tony Fields
Joyce & Sam Galante
Shulamit Gil & Keith Dannacker
Nikki Hayden
Valda Levin
Josh & Michele Miller

SUPPORTERS

Freda & Marvin Abugov
Luba Allen
Debbie Anson
Florie & David Axler
Susan Baram
Marcia Bercov
Tami & Matt Cairns
Mira & Gary Campbell
Judi Card
Thirza Carpenter & Adam Romanovsky
Miriam Cooper
Debbie Davis
Suzanne Davis & Ted Croll
Daniella Drisdell
Colette Frolich
Jordana Jacobson
Paul Kalitsky

Tanya Kalitsky & Simone Wynnyk
Irena & Dmitry Kaplan
Miriam & Jerry Katz
Samuel Koplowicz
Sari Leung
Victor Linetsky
Lena Linetsky
Anna Linetsky
Dmitry Lipes
Barbara Mandel
Robin & David Marcus
Kelly McCauley
Judy & John Miller
Gail & Kevin Milner
Susan & Bruce Mitz
Laurie & Chuck Mozeson 
Clive Oshry

Arlene & Pierre z”l Morin
Leslie Moss
Dr. Sherry & Alred Muscat
Jack & Rowena Schwartzberg
Jonathan Tankel
Lewis Wasel
Sue Winestock
Connie & Daniel Zalmanowitz



Svetlana Pain
Reeva Parker
Abraham Peliowski & Sari Schiff
Renee & Errol Raff
Carol & Ron Ritch
Gaylene Soifer & Jeff Rubin
Anthony & Alison Russell
Linda & Ray Rutman
Elaine & Mark Salkie 
Farrel Shadlyn & Lisa Miller
Daniel & Rebecca Shafran
Linda Silverman
Rebecca Simpson

Alisia & Matt Singer
Esther Sklofsky 
Debbie & Howie Sniderman
Natalie & Ken Soroka
Shira Spring
Marina & Daniel Starkman
Lauren & Keith Tankel
Regan Treewater-Lipes
Pauline Uretsky
Zhanna Uritskaya & Leonid Uritsky 
Shelley Weinstein & Bruce Bradley
Jodi & Michael Zabludowski
Hal Zalmanowitz 

SUPPORTERS

We apologize for any omissions or errors. 
Donations recognized here were received before the printing deadline.



AAmm  IIssrraaeell  CChhaaii!!

Proudly supporting
JJNNFF  CCaannaaddaa  &&  IIssrraaeell  MMaaggeenn  FFuunndd  ooff  CCaannaaddaa  

BBAARRRRYY,,  CCRRIISSTTIINNEE  &&  JJAAMMEESS

SSLLAAWWSSKKYY



NATIONAL@JNF.CA   WWW.JNF.CA   514.934.0313

A donation has been made to JNF Canada

JNF CANADA BUILDING ISRAEL TOGETHER
JNF builds strong communities for Israel’s future. JNF projects 
help people live better by linking the generosity of Canadians to 
the social and environmental needs in Israel. We have supported 
community growth for generations, and we passionately carry 
our historic mission forward for a strong and sustainable future. 
JNF is the go-to organization for those who want to connect 
with and build a better Israel together.

ARTIST YEHUDALANG.COM

tree 6.indd   1 10/22/2020   3:46:13 PM

With your help we 
are building special 
needs facilities, 
protecting victims 
of domestic abuse, 
supporting therapy 
and rehabilitation 
centres, helping to 
feed Israel’s hungry, 
strengthening Israel 
education, assisting 
Israel’s injured 
veterans,  
and empowering  
at-risk youth.  
You are helping JNF 
build the foundations 
for Israel’s future. 

www.jnf.ca/Edmonton
@jnfcanada
Unit #206, 8944 182 St NW
Edmonton, AB. CA
780.481.7881
Edm@jnf.ca

www.imfoc.org
@israelmagenfund
41 Alvin Ave.  
Toronto, ON M4T 2A7
416-801-9067
donate@imfoc.org 

For the latest news and updates, 
please check us out:


